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A Letter from 
Mayor Patty Gregory
Happy New Year, everyone. I hope that your

holidays were filled with peace and love.

Edith Lovejoy Pierce once wrote: “We will open

the book. Its pages are blank. We are going to

put words on them ourselves. The book is called Opportunity and its first

chapter is New Year’s Day.” 

I am so proud of the accomplishments of all our hard-working municipal

employees. They filled the pages of 2023 with an extraordinary list of

projects, initiatives, and activities. far too many to list here. For a more

comprehensive look at our past year, please click this link: 2023

Happenings

But I am also excited by how we will fill the pages of 2024. 

Opportunity will define 2024! We will continue to explore opportunities for

economic growth and new housing. We will seize the opportunity to

complete much needed infrastructure projects. And we will take the

opportunity to provide the same high quality city services for all our

residents.

Thank you all so much for the opportunity to serve as your Mayor. I hope

that you all fill the pages of your book this year with joy and prosperity.

Economic Development,
Planning and Zoning
Department News
Barry I. Matherly, President and CEO of Hickey

Global presented the final draft of the Economic

Development Strategic Plan to the Economic

Development and Annexation Committee on

December 6, 2023. Barry shared this picture and the following story that

brought home the care and diligence of one of our Belleville Businesses:

https://www.belleville.net/352/Mayor
https://www.belleville.net/352/Mayor
https://www.belleville.net/Archive.aspx?ADID=2893
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“My son-in-law is in the Army. We always say, we go to see my daughter

and him, although now we go to see my new granddaughter. This is the

real reason we are spending six times more time in travelling far to visit

them, than we used to. This Fall I thought it would help them, due to being

under stress as new parents, for me to mow the yard. I went into his shed

to get the lawnmower, and these boots were the first thing I saw on the

shelf. A pair of Belleville Boots, from the Belleville Boot Company! I thought

this was interesting. Their tag line is, “The Belleville Difference”. I felt that

was very appropriate, at least in my son-in-law’s life. I asked him about it,

as he works in nuclear, chemical, and biological warfare. There are

specialty boots made for every military field out there. It was nice to see a

connection to Belleville, even from so far away. The effects from Belleville,

not only from Belleville companies, but from the Belleville people make a

difference, not only in this community but even in communities far away.”

Barry I. Matherly, CEcD, FM, HLM

President & CEO, Hickey Global

https://www.belleville.net/770/Strategic-Plan
https://www.belleville.net/770/Strategic-Plan
https://www.belleville.net/553/Current-Activities
https://www.belleville.net/553/Current-Activities
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https://www.belleville.net/553/Current-Activities
https://www.belleville.net/553/Current-Activities
https://teamsideline.com/belleville
https://teamsideline.com/belleville
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https://teamsideline.com/belleville
https://teamsideline.com/belleville
https://www.belleville.net/553/Current-Activities
https://www.belleville.net/553/Current-Activities
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Parks & Recreation
Take a peek at the Belleville Parks & Recreation Seasonal Activity Guide for 
more activities, programs, & special events being o�ered at this time.

https://teamsideline.com/belleville
https://teamsideline.com/belleville
https://bellevilleil.qscend.com/311
https://bellevilleil.qscend.com/311
https://www.smore.com/9d0mz
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[Pictured L-R] Deputy Chief Curt Lougeay, Engineer Meloan, Captain

Owens, Battalion Chief Ellison, Assistant Chief Garnica, and Chief Stephanie

Mills

Fire Department News
This month we have promoted several members Jesse Garnica to Assistant

Fire Chief, Joe Ellison to Battalion Chief, Josh Owens Captain, and Adam

Meloan to Engineer. We have also hired two new Probationary Firefighters,

Julian Blount, and Sean Hall who will begin their training with the

Department on January 8 . These new hires will bring the department to

maximum total staffing of 63 firefighters and officers.

Another incredible addition to the Department is our new Ladder Truck,

which is going into service to protect the citizens beginning December 22.

The new Ladder is a 2023 Emergency One 75-foot Aerial will replace a 2013

Ladder that will be placed in reserve status. The new Ladder will be

designated Ladder 29 and is assigned to Engine House 2 in mid-town

Belleville. Thank you to the Citizens and City Leaders for providing us with

this brand new state of the art apparatus.

th

https://www.belleville.net/350/Library
https://www.belleville.net/350/Library
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Belleville Fire Department's New Ladder Truck 29

History of the Belleville Fire
Department
Part 1: From Bucket Brigades to Local

Union 53

The fire protection of Belleville can be traced

back to the founding of the city in 1814 with

community bucket brigades to guard against

the ravages of fire. At the time Belleville was little more than a village

crossroads. At the cry of “Fire” citizens would gather and form a human

chain passing buckets from a well or cistern to the fire, working feverishly

to protect their homes and businesses for common welfare.

Thanks in large part to an influx of German immigrants to the area the

town of Belleville began to grow. By the mid-nineteenth century Belleville

saw tremendous growth as mining, rail transportation, and eventually

industry sprang up. Brewing, brick making, and stove production were

forces that drove Belleville to even more expansion.

By 1841 several influential citizens, Gustav Koerner, William McClintock,

and Lyman Trumbull saw the need for a more reliable and organized fire

fighting force. These citizens founded the first volunteer fire department,

the Union Fire Company, at 14 South Jackson Street. Koerner himself

purchased the city’s first fire apparatus. Shortly following the Civil War, the

department consisted of three volunteer companies: St. Clair Fire

Company, located at North Illinois Street and East A Street; the Union Fire

Company at 14 South Jackson Street; and the South Belleville Fire Company

at the junction of South Charles Street and Freeburg Road. The town of

West Belleville, located on the western side of Richland Creek, was

independent of Belleville and had its own fire company. The West Belleville

Fire Company was located at West “A” Street and North 12  Street. Theseth
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companies were equipped with money raised through subscriptions and

fundraising. By the mid 1870’s the city had also installed a network of 21

fire and police alarm boxes throughout the city.

Following the Civil War, due to huge expansion in population and business,

the demands placed on the fire department increased. The volunteer

department was being outpaced. In 1878 the City council voted to establish

a paid fire department.   With the dissolution of the volunteer system, the

fire department consisted of Engine 1 and Hook and Ladder 1 on South

Jackson, Engine 2 at East A and North Illinois and Engine 3 on North 12

Street.  

By 1916 the city’s full time career fire fighting force was in place. It

consisted of Engines 1 and 2 and Hook and Ladder 1 protecting Belleville

proper, the former West Belleville, the Rock Road (West Main Street to

Signal Hill) and the Village of New Swansea to the north. That same year

the city purchased the department’s first motorized apparatus, beginning

the modernization of the fleet. In 1918, the city’s fire fighters unionized as

Local 53 of the International Association of Fire Fighters, a founding local of

the union.

th

Public Works Department News
Chester Moore and Kolby Hardesty have been recently hired as new

Sanitation Drivers. Mack Harris and Tim Sanders have recently transferred

to the Street Dept. We congratulate them on their new positions and look

forward to many years of hard work and service from them.
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Sanitation Holidays
If you are serviced on or after one of the listed holidays, your pickup will be

delayed one day. Please remember to have your trash, recycling, and yard

waste out at the curb by 6:00 AM on your pickup day.  

New Year’s Day  Monday, January 1 , 2024

Independence Day  Thursday, July 4

Labor Day Monday, September 2

Veterans Day Monday, November 11

Thanksgiving Thursday, November 21

Christmas Day Wednesday, December 25

New Year’s Day  Wednesday, January 1 , 2025

st
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https://www.belleville.net/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=633
https://www.belleville.net/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=633
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https://belleville.net/DocumentCenter/View/11688/Approved-Solicitors-2023-2024
https://belleville.net/DocumentCenter/View/11688/Approved-Solicitors-2023-2024
https://www.swic.edu/community/belleville-americorps/
https://www.swic.edu/community/belleville-americorps/
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Make paying your Sewer bill simple & easy,
each and every month!
The City of Belleville Sewer Department would like to remind you, that you

can access our Direct Debit to pay your sewer bill, thus avoiding late fees.

To set up direct debit for your bill, complete a Sewer & Trash ACH form. Fill

out the form and return it to our Sewer department with a voided check.

Our Sewer Department staff will set up your Direct debit from your

account, and your bill will be automatically paid each and every month,

direct from your checking account. It's that easy!
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