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Dear Family and Friends,
       For over 20 years as a teacher, late August 
was not only the end of summer but the 
beginning of a bright new school year.  New 
backpacks, sharpened pencils and a whole box
of unbroken crayons heralded the start of  a 
whole new year of adventures and challenges!
       And the same can be said of our Great.Big.Small.Town. Take a
moment to relish those photos of a Belleville summer, and review the
key accomplishments and activities of our hard-working city
departments. But I also hope that you will share my excitement about a
whole new season of adventures and challenges coming this fall!
       The in-fill project continues to transform neighborhoods. The
Campus welcomes a variety of new endeavors with the addition of
programming from SIU-E and SIU-C School of Law as well as
expansion of classes for our law-enforcement partners. The
engineering department is working hard to repair streets, and the
Parks and Rec Department and Library offer innovative fun activities
for young and old.
       Finally, Belleville comes alive each fall with Oktoberfest, the Chili
Cook Off and a slew of other city festivals and events. Notably this year,
I will welcome Mayor Michael Dreier, the mayor of our sister-city,
Paderborn, who will be visiting Belleville during Oktoberfest to help us
celebrate out German heritage.
        I hope to see all of you, enjoying this fall in our
Great.Big.Small.Town.
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Flood rescue executed on July 16, 2024

at the St. Clair County Fairgrounds by

Belleville Fire Fighters:  Engineeer Kyle

Biermann, Engineeer John Eachus,

Engineer Kevin Beck.

First responders



The Belleville Fire Department made multiple rescues
during the July 16, 2024 flood.  As the video below
depicts, depending on the specific location, St. Clair
County experienced as much as nine inches (9") of rain
fall within a six (6) hour period. Drone footage courtesy
of Scott Tyler.
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First responders

The Belleville Police Department swore in two new officers on
August 14!  They also completed their leg of the 2024 Illinois Law
Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics. Just another example
of how our officers support the community every day.
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Here at the Belleville Police Department, Belleville FOP Lodge #226
is once again gearing up for the Annual Cops & Kids event. This
event allows students to go shopping with BPD officers for the
holiday season. With a minimum of 35 students every year, officers
and students shop for necessities (clothing, shoes, etc.) and things
that they would like to have. We are co-hosting a trivia night with
Bar Buddies on 11/23/24 at Bel Aire Bowl to aid in covering the cost
of the event. Also come see us at the Annual Downtown Trick or
Treat event on 10/25/24. This year we started what will be an
annual Autism Awareness Touch-A-Truck Event and it was a huge
success. We are looking forward to next year’s event in April.If
anyone or business would like to make a flat donation, scan the QR
code and it will take you to the donation page. All donations will be
split between our Cops & Kids event and the Touch-A-Truck event
we host in April. 
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Park Fun Heart Garden

2024



Pickleball!

Lincoln Theater
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Concerts in the Park
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Downtown
Splashpad



This is the peacock that chaperone Andy Gaa had on his
vehicle before leaving for the youth exchange in Germany!

Tour de Belleville

*additional photos courtesy of Belleville Main Street and Sister Cities 10



Vacant parcels owned by the city are maintained

at the city’s expense.  Mowing alone costs

approximately $1,500.00 per lot, per year.  The Infill

Development Program provides a process for

developers to partner with the city to provide

opportunities for redevelopment of parcels. 

201 Portland Avenue

Before Rendering of Completed HomeDuring

Infill Project Update
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Econ Economic Development
Planning and Zoning



316 East B Street

24 Queensway Drive
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The designs of these new single-family homes were

submitted by C.A. Jones and specifically chosen to

conform and compliment the character of the existing

neighborhoods.  The City of Belleville is excited to share

the status of these three homes built in partnership with

the C.A. Jones team!
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Road improvements were completed and continue in

various areas throughout the city.  Please be patient with

our road crews.  Drivers are advised to avoid work areas

and when feasible, please consider the use of alternate

routes.  Please pay close attention to changed conditions,

signs in the work zones, obey the posted speed limits, and

of course refrain from using mobile devices to be alert for

workers and equipment.  We appreciate your help and

hope you will enjoy a much smoother, future ride!
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Engineering
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The Southwestern Illinois Justice

and Workforce Development

Campus houses the SIU Simmons

Law School, Southwestern Illinois

Law Enforcement Commission,

Southwestern Illinois College Police

Academy, Illinois State Police

Forensic Training Institute, Illinois

State Police Forensic Institute,

Southern Illinois University

Edwardsville Forensic Master’s

Program, Helene and Dennis

Sparger Center for Performing Arts,

and the City of Belleville offices of

Economic Development,

Engineering and Housing.
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Break time for
SWIC Police Academy Cadets

An August Blue Storm
soccer match



The newly refinished main gym and stadium field.

Drone footage captured and provided by Scott Tyler
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November 11, 2024
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

SE Quadrant of the Public Square
 

Emcee

John Lawson
Superintendent of  St. Clair County,

Veterans Assistance Commission
 

Guest Speaker

Brigadier General John E. Michel,
USAF, Retired
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Parks
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Bulletins...Flyers...&...
Things to Know...

Due to delivery issues with USPS mail, direct debit is 
strongly recommended as payment for sewer/trash bills. 

Use this QR Code to sign up today!
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Join us September 20-21st!Join us September 20-21st!







JOIN THE LIBRARY!

Autumn happenings 
at the Main and

 West Branch

https://www.belleville.net/505/Library-Cards





