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FROM THE

MAYOR'S DESK...

“Springtime is the land awakening and March winds are the moving yawn”. - Lewis Grizzard

Dear Family and Friends,

Mark Twain said, “In the spring, I have counted 136 different
kinds of weather inside 24 hours”. This is so appropriate for the
City of Belleville’s recent weather. Our Public Works, Sanitation,
and Sewer Departments have been diligently working to keep up
with the havoc the snow and storms have been causing.
According to our Public Works Director, Jason Poole, “In the
Midwest, if you don’t like the weather, don’t worry, it will
change tomorrow™!

As Mayor of Belleville, I am so proud of all the departments, elected officials, and Alderpersons
who have continued to help move our city forward in a positive manner. Teamwork,
collaboration, and the support we provide one another are powerful motivators. These great
characteristics and individual strengths contribute to a much larger mission. Our mission,
every day, especially at this springtime of rebirth, is Belleville. In this issue of our newsletter,
you will read many great articles about renovations happening all over our City. Spring is a
time of renewal. New buildings and housing are growing around us. That is a wonderful thing,
progress and hope. Spring work and clean-ups are going on with joyful enthusiasm. We need to
show our appreciation to the volunteers who helped clean up Mount Hope Cemetery on March
15. Thank you, AmeriCorps, and all who participated in your hard work!

DON’T FORGET! Volunteers are needed for “KEEP BELLEVILLE BEAUTIFUL DAY” on May 3rd,
(9 am -12 pm). Contact the City Clerk’s office (618. 355-8627) for more information.
Springtime is a fun time!

Please take the time, to read about all of the activities going on at our historical Carnegie
Library and our Parks and Recreation programming. Our newest spring adventure is,
“WOOFSTOCK, A DOG GONE GOOD TIME!” Bring your family and pups to Rotary Dog Park,
which is one of the largest dog parks in the entire Metro-East area. Check out the flier in this
issue for more information. Springtime in Belleville brings art into the air. On May 15-17, the
fabulous Art on the Square will return to the beautiful Honorary Veteran’s Memorial Square in
downtown Belleville. Hope to see you there, and don’t forget to buy some art!
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The glory of gardening:
hands in the dirt, head
In the sun, heart with
nature. To nurture a
garden is to feed not
just the body, but the
soul. - Alfred Austin






Gity of Belleville Campus Pa

Strong Roots to Grow Upon

The city purchased the former Lindenwood
University campus in September of
2021.Within three years and ten months, over

$20 million have been invested into the

campus from the following:

Southwestern Illinois College (SWIC):

‘Football Field Renovations

‘Former Lynx Lodge, Site Sports, and Dorms

SWIC Police Academy has doubled in size with a
total of 1,350 that have gone through the

academy!

SIU-Edwardsville: Forensic Science Master’s

Program and training Illinois State Police in
collaboration with the Illinois Crime Lab

SIU Simmons Law School Experiential [ earning

Program: Providing continuing education and
workshops for attorneys

Southern Illinois Law Enforcement Commission:

To improve and strengthen local law
enforcement; to encourage research and
development directed toward new and improved

methods for the prevention and reduction of

crime and the detection and apprehension of
criminals. 5,000 law enforcement officers have

been trained at SILEC since June, 2022.

The City of Belleville. has received over $500,000

In annual rental income.




The Southwestern Illinois Justice and
Workforce Development Campus is proving
to be an anchor for Economic Development
and  growth. The Campus has
approximately 130 employees, support
personnel, and students on a daily basis. In
addition, the number of unique visitors for
sporting or other special events can be
upwards of 500 people generating

economic impact to our city.

Dr. Tom Spudich
Director of the Forensic Science
Masters Program for SIUE



SIHF Expands in Belleville

SIHF Healthcare announced on March 20th, the acquisition
and major renovation of the 69,000 sq. ft. medical office
building and property formerly owned by HSHS in Belleville.
The Board of STHF Healthcare unveiled plans for a $6 million
makeover which will include the upgrading of the 4-story
building located at 180 South Third Street in Belleville, which
will become the epicenter of a new medical complex featuring
the following services directly and with partners:

» 7-day-a-week InstaCare (Urgent) Clinic
e Behavioral Health Services ¢ On-Site Pharmacy

« Women’s Health Services ¢ ENT Care

e Plastic Surgery e Gastroenterology
e QOutpatient General Surgery  Podiatry

e Orthopedic Care e Cardiology

e Primary Care e Lab and Imaging



City Growth Through

Competitive Grants

In December of 2024, the City of Belleville was awarded a $181,967.00
no-match Tree Equity grant from the US Department of Agriculture!

This is just one of many grants that either have already been awarded

or are in progress from the Economic Development, Planning, and

Zoning Department.

These are “competitive” grants. Meaning, our Great. Big. Small Town

beat out many other applicants for things such as the City Market

(which is currently under design), bike paths, and improvements to

our beautiful parks.

Competitive Grants

Award Project Title Grant Program Grant Amount Match Funding Agency Department Status Ward
Date Amount Coordination
2022 Koerner House Museum Improve- | Rebuild lllinois Program §150,000 $0 | DCEO Mayor In progress 6
ments Phase | (Discretionary)
2023 | City Market Tourism Attractions & Festivals $424,850 $424,850 | DCEO Mayor In design 5
Grant
2023 City Market Roof Energy Efficiency & Conserva- $76,500 $0 | U.S. Dept. of Energy Mayor In design 5
tion Block Grant
2023 Bike & Pedestrian Master Plan Community Planning Grant $29.,000 $43,500 | Metro East Park & Recreation District | Parks & Recreation In progress All
Program
2023 | Citizens Park Improvements Park & Trail Grant Matching $100,000 $357,700 | Metro East Park & Recreation District | Parks & Recreation In progress 8
Program
2024 Citizens Park Improvements Open Space Land Acquisition $99,200 $100,500 | IL Dept. of Natural Resources Parks & Recreation In progress 8
& Development (OSLAD)
2024 Bicentennial Park Stormwater Im- | St. Clair County Parks Grant $100,000 $0 | St. Clair County Parks Grant Commis- | Parks & Recreation In progress 8
provements Commission sion
2024 | Tree Inventory & Tree Plantings Tree Equity Grant §181,967 $0 | U.S. Department of Agriculture Parks & Recreation Pending All
(100)
2024 Citizens Park Equipment St. Clair County Parks $30,000 $1,270 | St. Clair County Parks Grant Commis- | Parks & Recreation In progress All
Grant/Equipment sion
2024 Bicentennial Park Spillway Rebuild lllinois Program $200,000 $0 | DCEO Parks & Recreation In progress 8

(Discretionary)

Total

$1,391,517

$927,820

v




WESTWARD

“Per the City’s Economic Development Strategic Plan, the establishment of
“Target Sectors” such as The Southwestern Illinois Justice and Workforce
Development Campus, Belleville Crossing Shopping Center, The CAVE, and even

Bellevue Park Plaza are imperative for Economic Development and growth.

West Belleville native, John Sintzel, owner

of Greenstreet Investments, Inc. has
2111 West rehabilitated seven homes in West

Belleville (several across the street from

Main
Street

The Campus). The transformations are

breathtakingly beautiful! John’s company

has invested over $1M so far in turning

around these older beauties. John’s

2023 realtor, Courtney Marsh told us, “Belleville
has so much going on and has a ton of
beautiful homes that may need some
renovations. He never shies away from
them and gets the biggest thrill when

they are complete. He has even had to

hold back from mouving into some of them
2025 because he loved the finished products!”

2203 The before and after photos of two of the
West properties that John has completed.
Courtney shared, “There were skunks,

Main
Street

raccoons and other critters that made

themselves at home while they were

vacant. It was definitely an interesting

experience!

2023

We have a new one coming up on Forest
Lane on the west end, as well as a rehab
he is doing on 36th Street. John grew up in
the west end so it holds a special place to

him seeing it revitalized again!

Photos courtesy of John Sintzel &
2024 Greenstreet Investments, Inc.




PROGRESSION

The CAVE (Center for Academic & Vocational
Excellence), of District 201 is located on Magna
Drive off of South 74th Street. It opened in August
2022 and is already growing larger! The CAVE
offers in-demand vocational programs so that
students can take advanced courses beyond what
is provided on the main campuses of the high
schools. This new growth is a 15,000-square-foot
annex, allowing District 201 to expand its
programming for aviation, healthcare, automation,

robotics, manufacturing, and advanced business

applications.

Bellevue Park plaza received an
early 69th birthday present from
City Council in November of
2024. TIF 23 was officially
approved to promote
improvements and revitalization
to this 15-acre TIF district. It also
includes CVS and the Save A Lot
grocery store across North Belt
West. This blighted area was
highlighted in the Economic
Development Strategic Plan as a
target location of opportunity for
economic growth and future

development.

Phase I of Trolley Circle is underway! Trolley Circle 1s being
built as independent living for people ages 55 and older. It
1s located on Comwest Parkway (also off South 74th
Street) and will consist of two, three story accessible
buildings containing 70 rental units (53 one-bedroom and

17 two-bedroom).

Mouing Belleuille forward

with improvements and

economic revitalization

10



Infill Project Update

Vacant, city-owned parcels are maintained at the city’s expense.
Mowing alone costs approximately $1,500.00 per lot per year.
Therefore, Mayor Gregory and the Economic Development
Department created an Infill Development Program that sets forth
a process for developers to partner with the city to provide
opportunities for the redevelopment of vacant parcels and for
city-owned homes that could be rehabilitated rather than
demolished to give those old beauties a second chance at life.
Shown are a few of the current Infill Projects. Maybe one is in your

neighborhood!

Before During Current

201 Portland Avenue

- 24 Queensway Drive



The designs of these new single-family homes were submitted by
C.A. Jones, who responded to the City of Belleville’s R.F.Q. (request
for qualifications). The home models were specifically chosen to
conform and compliment the character of the existing

neighborhoods.

The City of Belleville has earmarked more vacant lots for future
development. For more information or if you are interested in
participating in the Infill Project, contact the Economic
Development office at (618) 233-6518, ext. 1250.

The average price of these homes
is $250,000.00. They are

attracting young families to

Belleuille. Currently, seven homes
are being constructed in the city
which equates to $2.5 million in
new construction in older

neighborhoods.

1712 Scheel Street

The 1700 block of Scheel Street is
seeing a revitalization with two
Infill Projects homes nearing

completion!

1715 Scheel Street 12



First Responders:
Belleville Fire Department

Photo credit to Connor Hamilton Photography

Thanks to Eagle Scout Keller
Schmidt for updating the Engine
House 2 sign for his community
service project.

BFD New Recrutit,
Anthony Dauphin

completing his
Illinois Fire Service
Institutes I-Pump

training. Anthony
was one of four new

recruits! Welcome
aboard Anthony

Dauphin, Justin
Schobert, Kyle
Gleadle, and Nathan
Fritz.

The Belleville Fire Department promoted
John Eachus from Engineer to Captain,
Richard Orchard from Firefighter to
Engineer, and Zach Miller from
Firefighter to Engineer. Congratulations

gentlemen!

13



The Belleville Fire Department is proud to announce, recently three firefighters completed
their one-year probationary period. Congrats to Austin Sauget, Sean Hall, & Julian Blount.

Engineer Lara Wolfe & Captain Sydney Byas retired at the end of 2024.
We thank you for your outstanding service to our community!

14



February 23, 2025 marked the 32nd
SILEC/SIPCA Awards Banquet, members of
Belleville Police Department were honored.
Sarah Herzing took home the Blue Light
Award and Lt. Barfield and Ofc. Ramirez were
recognized for receiving the Life Saving

Award! We would like to recognize both of their efforts for playing vital roles in

our department and thank them for what an extraordinary job they do within

our community!

15

Also in February,
BPD swore in Officer
Walker who has
previously been
employed by the
City of Belleville as
a Telecommunicator!
We look forward to
her beginning her
training as a full
time sworn officer
and would like to
congratulate her on
her next chapter!



The Belleville Fraternal Order of Police
Lodge #226 is now selling their 11th
Annual 52 Gun Raffle Tickets to support
Belleville Police Department’s Fraternal
Order of Police. You may purchase your
ticket at bellevillefop.org or see a
member of the FOP! {Please see the
flyer in the rear of this newsletter for
more information).

Belleville Police’s 2nd Annual Touch-
A-Truck event will be Saturday, April
26th, from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm!
This year, we will be co-hosting with
Cities in Harmony, at 2300 West
Main Street at the Southwestern
Illinois Justice and Workforce
Development Campus (formerly
Lindenwood) where more parking will
be available and food trucks will be
on site. This event is open to the
public! Come meet the people who
serve your community every day and
promote Autism Awareness!




s Engineering
\

N |nfrastructure Improvements

The infrastructure

improvement projects
that have been
administered by the
Engineering
Department over the
past few months are
related to stormwater.

Stormwater ditch improvements for Forest Gate Drive.

“Spring is the time of
plans and projects.”

-Leo Tolstoy
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17 Failed Culvert R’eplacement on
Country Club Acres



Replacement of a Failed Culvert
on South Church Street Repairs and rebuilding failed
inlets on Pro Tour Drive

We have much more work to be done! Please be patient with our crews. Drivers are
advised to avoid work areas and when feasible, please consider the use of alternate routes.
Please pay close attention to changed conditions, signs in the work zones, obey the posted

speed limits, and of course refrain from using mobile devices to be alert for workers and
equipment. We appreciate your help! $24.5 Million dollars has been approved and invested
in infrastructure in 2021-2024.
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Failed Inlet: Repair on Golf Course Drive
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PUBLIC

WORKS "™

Pleasant Hill Park: The

current tennis courts will be
resurfaced and converted to
pickleball courts. The parking
lot and walking trail will be
resealed and striped, and the

two parking lots will be
connected via a new
connector road.

Bicentennial Park: The
splash pad will be seeing
an expanded parking lot, a
new decorative fence, and
small shade shelter. An
enhancement to the
spillway is also occurring
to prevent future erosion

!
¢t sneak P ecks:

Citizens Park: The upper softball

restroom
as well as

Upcoming Park

later this vear

issues.

field will be receiving a new

/concession / seating area
a new playground! Other

minor ball field renovations will
also be occurring in the park.

improvements to happen

Laderman Park: The
existing playground will
be replaced with a new
version. Drainage and
roadway improvements
will occur at the entrance
to the park!

19




Spring
But, did you know...

Thank goodness that Spring has Sprung and we are just about
past snow season! Did you know that Lambert International
Airport reported 18.2” of snow this past season? How does that
compare to some other areas?

- Sioux Falls, South Dakota: 8~

- Chicago, Illinois: 14.8”

- Minneapolis, Minnesota: 16.1”

The Public Works Department can have up to 8 trucks working
12 hour shifts to remove the snow from approximately 560 lane
miles of roadway. Putting 560 miles into perspective:

We have to plow one lane from Belleville to Erie, Pennsylvania!

Spring Time Sanitation Second!!!

Yard Waste is collected in two-ply Kraft paper bags or
in a 32-gallon container clearly marked yard waste.
Cans should have a detachable lid and no wheels. Cans
and bags should weigh no more than 60 lbs. when filled.
Yard waste will be picked up during the 2nd full week of
January & February during the winter. Weekly pickup of
yard waste will run the first full week of March through

the 2nd Friday of December.
20
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JOIN THE LIBRARY!

happenings at the Main and West Branch

22


https://www.belleville.net/505/Library-Cards

A special thank you to Brian Mentzer for his tenure as Superintendent
of Belleuville Township High School District 201. We appreciate his
dedication in ensuring that our high school students received a high-
quality education in a safe and supportive environment. Brian built
strong relationships with teachers, staff, parents, and the community,
which was essential in the promotion of educational excellence. He
was also an instrumental and integral part of the creation,
management, and expansion of The CAVE. Thank you, Brian for
fostering a positive and outstanding learning atmosphere for the

children of our City.

23



West-Enders in particular, will love this: An all-
new AJ's Bar is coming to 6980 West Main, with
some exciting makeovers!

Owner Jim Grindstaff's vision for the new AJ's
Bar is a pop-up bar featuring retro styling, retro
beer selection, & retro menu items, all at retro
pricing.

A pop-up bar is typically a temporary drinking
establishment that can appear in unique and
unexpected locations for a limited period,
ranging from a few hours to several weeks or
months. Unlike traditional bars, pop-up bars are
often themed around specific events, seasons,
or creative concepts, bringing an immersive
experience to patrons looking for something out
of the ordinary. The new AJ's won't change
location, but it won't keep regular hours either.
And while Jim isn't ruling out themed events, his
primary vision for the new AJ's harkens back to
1970s Belleville!

AJ's will feature a "Retro Flight" of Stag, PBR,
Hamm's, & Old Style but also offer bottles, draft,
and a full bar.

The new AJ's has a hideout vibe to it, a five-
star dive bar if you will, and a place where, as
Billy Joel put it, we can all "forget about life
for a while."

Draught beers will feature local favorites
Shoehorn Brewing from Belleville, and
Millpond out of Millstadt. The menu is
reminiscent of the Fairview Inn including
great bar food at even better prices: Chili
$2.00, Hamburgers and Cheeseburgers
under $5.00, and Pizzas under $10.

The new AJ's opened on March 16th. We're
incredibly excited to have AJ's back, & we
think this new iteration is just what the
doctor ordered!

Special thanks for publication permissions
from “Top of the Hill Association”.

AJ’s Bar’s Facebook page states, “Steel
tip darts ready and waiting. Free to play
but don’t hit the wall or there’s $1
charge.”
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The menu is reminiscent of the Fairview Inn
including great bar food at even better
prices: Chili $2.00, Hamburgers and
Cheeseburgers under $5.00, and Pizzas 94
under $10.
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Things to Know &
Upcoming Events

Did you know you can subscribe to
receive news and updates from the
City of Belleville through its “Notify
Me” subscription? Choose which
items you want emailed or texted
about and stay up-to-date with all
things Belleville!

https: //www.belleville.net/list.aspx

Due to delivery issues with
USPS mail, direct debit is
strongly recommended as
payment for sewer/trash
bills.

Use this QR Code to sign up
today!







Join Belleville Parks & Recreation for the revival of
our much-loved Belleville Woofstock music & vendor
festival! Bring your furry friends and be prepared for

a tail waggin’ good time!

FOOD TRUCKS! JOIN THE
DOG PARADE! 8§ TRYOUTOUR
FABULOUS DOG

ENTER THE KID'S LIVE PARK! o
| MUSIC! MEMBERSHIPS &%

DOG SHOW! AVAILABLE! ¥

ATTEND PET-RELATED
DEMONSTRATIONS VENDORS & cated

& SHOWS! CRAFTERS! 0 %

o O Lo

e T %o %o ¥ o ¥ ™ ROTARY DOG PARK
Think YOU would be a pergect vendor?/ 110 N 6TH STREET

If you are interested in being a vendor, please contact the Parks
Department at parksandrec@belleville.net. BEI_I_EV"_I_E’ "_
Avoid Scammers: Belleville Parks & Recreation is the only vendor
contact for this event. If you are accepted, we will call you to take
payment. Payments will never be requested through social media!






















IL F.O.P. — Belleville Lodge #226 “52 Gun Raffle” Raffle Rules:

1000 tickets to be sold. Unlimited number of wins per ticket, $100 per ticket. All tickets sold are non-refundable.

Raffle will begin Wednesday 4/02/2025. Winning ticket will be determined by Wednesday mid-day lllinois Lottery Pick 3

drawing. If winning numbers belong to an unsold ticket, that week’s prize will roll over to the next week.

Tickets are non-transferable, the name on the ticket is the name used for the firearm transfer.

If ticket sales are not met (500 tickets), a single winner will be determined by a 50/50 drawing, Wednesday 04/02/2025, of

those tickets sold.

21 or older to participate, All NFA/BATF/IL-FOID rules and laws apply.
In the unlikely event a firearm is unavailable it shall be substituted with a similar type and value at the discretion of the

raffle manager.

Weekly winner has choice of gun for that week or cash option of $400.

Drawing winner(s) is responsible for all fees, applicable taxes, shipping costs.
3 attempts will be made to contact winner, in addition to posting on www.facebook.com/ILFOP226. Prizes not claimed
after 30 days from day of drawing will be forfeited and donated back to Lodge #226.

By signing up for this raffle, you are agreeing to sign up for our in-house mailing list to receive information on upcoming

fundraisers and raffles.

This is a public raffle and will have public winners; this said winners will be identified by first initial, last name and city of

residence as provided on raffle ticket. We will not sell, rent, or otherwise divulge entrant’s names.

Early Bird Drawing (2/28/2025):
Browning Maxus Il Wicked Wings 12g 3 2” Vintage, Kimber 1911 Independence .45,
& Ruger M-77 Scout 450 Bushmaster (Combined MSRP $5,4767.00)

Whki#1 (4/2) Smith & Wesson 1854 .44 mag.

Wki2 (4/9) Beretta A400 Xtreme 12g3 12

Wk#3 (4/16) Colt 1911 Competition Series 70 .45acp
Wk#4 (4/23) Choice of Glock

Wk#5 (4/30) Sig Sauer P365 9mm

Wk#6 (5/7) Kimber 1911 Stainless Il .45acp.

Wki#7 (5/14) Springfield Armory Hellcat Pro 9mm
Wk#8 (5/21) Savage 42 Takedown 22Ir/410

Wk#9 (5/28) Beretta 92FS Brigadier Smm

Wk#10 (6/4) Smith & Wesson Bodyguard .38spl
Wk#11 (6/11) Springfield Armory 1911 Operator .45acp
Wk#12 (6/18) Smith & Wesson M&P3 Shield+ 9mm
Wk#13 (6/25) Browning BL-22

Wk#14 (7/2) Weatherby Orion O/U 20g

Wk#15 (7/9) Springfield 1911 Emissary .45acp
Wk#16 (7/16) Mossberg Patriot 400 Legend

Wk#17 (7/23) Beretta A400 Xtreme 12g3 %

Wk#18 (7/320) Choice of Glock

Wk#19 (8/6) Winchester SX4 12g3 %

Wk#20 (8/13) Ruger LCP Max .380

Wk#21 (8/20) Smith & Wesson Shield Plus 9mm
Wk#22 (8/27) Winchester XPR Hunter 350 Legend
Wk#23 (9/3) Choice of Glock

Wk#24 (9/10) Smith & Wesson 1911 .45acp

Wk#25 (9/17) Ruger American Gen 2 400 legend
Wk#26 (9/24) Sig Sauer P226 40" Anniversary 9mm

Wk#27 (10/1) Browning Maxus Il 12g3 %

Wk#28 (10/8) Savage 220 20g

Wk#29 (10/15) Kimber 1911 Custom .45acp

Wk#30 (10/22) Ruger American Gen 2 350 Legend
Wk#31 (10/29) Beretta A300 patrol 12g

Wk#32 {11/5) Springfield Armory 1911 Ronin .45acp
Wk#33 (11/12) Smith & Wesson Bodyguard 2.0 .380
Wk#34 (11/19) Winchester SXP Waterfowl 12g3 %
Wk#35 {11/26) Choice of Glock

Wk#36 (12/3) Ruger Wrangler 22Ir (pair)

Wk#37 (12/10) Beretta A400 Xtreme 12g3 %

Wk#38 (12/17) Winchester SXP Shadow defender 20g
Wk#39 {12/24) Browning Maxus || Wicked Wings 12g3 %
Wk#H40 (12/31) Kimber 1911 TLE Il .45acp

Wk#41 {1/7) Choice of Glock

Wk#42 {1/14) Howa 1500 .308win

Wk#43 {1/21) Sig Sauer P320 M 18 9mm

Wk#44 (1/28) Winchester SX4 12g 3 %

Wk#45 (2/4) Springfield Armory 1911 Mil-spec .45acp
Wk#46 (2/11) Ruger 10/22 LVT 22Ir

Wki#a7 (2/18) Ruger American Predator G2.223Rem
Wk#48 {2/25) Smith & Wesson Shield EZ PC 9mm
Wk#49 (3/4) Choice of Glock

WEK#50 {3/11) Rem Arms 870 Defense 12g

Wk#51 (3/18) Smith & Wesson M&P2 Carry Comp 9mm
WKH52 {3/25) Colt 1911 Gold Cup .45acp












