IN HONOR OF WOMEN’S HISTORY
MONTH, MEET THE FEMALE
ENTREPRENEURS OF THE SHOPPES AT
OLDE TOWNE MALL

BOSS
LADIES

Women’s History Month is March of each year, and with
that, the City of Belleville would like to acknowledge the
female entrepreneurs who help make Belleville a fantastic
place to live, work and play.
Here’s your chance to meet a few of these fantastic females!

MEET ANN DAVIS WITH TOOT'S CAKE &
CANDY SUPPLIES

Q: What does your shop offer?
A: We specialize in cake, candy and cookie supplies for the home baker. Most of
my clientele are home bakers, and some run home businesses. I draw people from
all over southern Illinois because of the niche products we offer.
Q: How long have you been in business?
A: Toot’s opened in 1974 by Bob and Toots Schilling. They owned it for 29 years
and I’ve owned it for the last 15 years. Toots wanted to retire, and I was in
the right place at the right time to become a business owner.
Q: What do you like about having your business on Belleville’s Main Street?
A: All of the business owners and merchants are very supportive of one another
up and down Main Street, especially here within the mall community. The Greater
Belleville Chamber of Commerce is also a huge help in attracting people to shop
and dine downtown. Its subset, Belleville Main Street, hosts monthly events
that truly bring people into the shop who stay, mingle, and often return to shop
with us because they love their experience of shopping small and supporting local business.

MEET CHRISTY VINEYARD & NANCY
SCHULTE OF LOCAL LUCY’S

Q: What does your shop offer?
A: We carry hand-made boutique items made by local artisans who specialize in
children’s apparel, toys and gifts.
Q: What do you like about having your business on Belleville’s Main Street?
A: First, this gives us more space than we had at our former location. We also
have more nearby parking for customers. Our business absolutely boosted when we
moved to this location. Downtown events like Art on the Square, the Christkindlmarkt,
Belleville Main Street/Chamber events and numerous dining options draw people
to our downtown for shopping, too.
Q: What is something your customers like about your shop?
A: It’s really about the convenience. People can come here and find high
quality, local products that help support small entrepreneurs. We offer a
unique and enjoyable shopping experience with one-of-a-kind items.

MEET JULIA CRUNK WITH AMBASSADOR
TRAVEL & CRUISES

Q: What does your business offer?
A: We specialize in honeymoons, destination weddings, family and/or friends vacations
and adult only resorts. We’re also one of the only store front travel agencies left in the area.
Q: How is business?
A: Business is great! We have been in the Olde Towne Mall for the last 11 years; however, we have been located in
downtown Belleville since 1974. We reserve vacations for clients from all over the U.S. Much of our business is based on word-of-mouth
referrals from our steady client base, the local chambers and networking groups like Belleville’s Business Network International. People still want to
avoid the headache of planning their own trips.
The internet is many times more confusing and you don’t know what you
are getting. So, most prefer to contact their local, professional travel agent. We save them time and money and have the right advice.
Q: How do you attract new clients?
A: Belleville Main Street’s events get new people in my door almost every month. Many of them even say they didn’t realize we were here and
open for business. It’s through the partnerships we’ve built as a community of merchants
and those supporting organizations that helps get the word out. Remember
without the right travel agent, you are on your own!

MEET GERRY DAHM OF METAL
CRAFTERS STUDIO

Q: What does your business offer?
A: We are a cooperative art studio for sharing and learning metal related jewelry and art. We have a gallery of local artists’ work that is available
for viewing and purchase, and we also offer unique classes on jewelry making and stone setting for beginners to intermediate level students.
Q: How did you get into this business?
A: I’ve been a jewelry maker for years and offered classes all over, but the traveling began to wear on me. So, I started toying with the idea of
opening a studio and when Ann with Toot’s showed me the space, I started scoping out the downtown to see if this was something I could really
do, and it’s been successful. We draw students from all over the surrounding communities including St. Louis and Alton, just to name a few. There
is a demand for what we do here, and if business stays strong, we’ll consider expanding.
Q: Why has your business been successful?
A: Being in the mall here has been key. This group of women is a good community to be part of. I also have a lot of faith in my product. We offer
high quality goods that are often one-of-a-kind pieces.
Q: What’s a piece of advice you would offer a budding female entrepreneur?
A: Make sure you love what you’re doing. Go with your heart and not your pocketbook. It’s about the people and relationships and faith in self to
succeed. If your mind and heart are in the right place, nothing is insurmountable. I don’t consider this work; it’s my passion and it just so
happens to be connected to a business.

MEET GABRIELLE ALMGREN OF
GABRIELLE'S STEP BY STEP DANCE
STUDIO

Q: What do you specialize in?
A: We offer all styles of partner dancing. Ballroom Dance is just an umbrella term, but if it’s a partner dance we can teach it. Some classes include
Ballroom, Latin and Swing. We have recently been expanding into adult tap and Zumba. Our biggest clientele are wedding couples! We love
working with couples to create a memorable moment that they’ll remember for the rest of their lives. We have
students of all ages taking lessons. Currently, our students range from 3 to over 80 years of age. Ballroom dancing can be for anyone! Whether you
just want to learn to social dance, get ready for a wedding, or compete we are your one stop shop for feeling comfortable on the dance floor!
Q: What do you like about owning a business in downtown Belleville?
A: I’ve been in business since 2013 and at the same location since inception. Downtown Belleville is the perfect location for locals and
out-of-town visitors to explore the small business community we have built. Many passersby often stop to
watch lessons as the street-front property allows viewing of lessons and showcase performances.
Q: What do you like about being at the Olde Towne Mall?
A: At the downtown Old Towne Mall, all the business work together. We promote
each other and participate in many community sponsored events. We have inside access to each of our
businesses. Most customers are via word-of-mouth and pedestrian traffic
just walking past the studio, peeking in wanting to give it a try.

MEET LORI BRADY WITH BRADYCREW
PHOTOGRAPHY

Q: What do you specialize in?
A: We’re a full-service photography studio and I specialize in high school senior portraits, business headshots, family portraits and some freelance
graphic design work.
Q: How’s business since you moved to the Olde Towne Mall?
A: I moved to the Olde Town Mall in March of 2017 after spending about two months customizing the space for my needs and design style. I
moved my business to a commercial location from a home office. This move has provided me a way to better serve my clients. It allows more
creativity in my portraits, and also gives me a home base for clients while we are shooting their sessions. All this
with the quaint historic character of the Olde Town Mall. The move has certainly elevated my business. By having all the benefits of my location its
makes my clients feel good working with a brick and mortar business. Having a studio to shoot inside offers not only a break from the weather but
also an entirely different look to imagery that most photographers can not get if you don't have a studio space. Downtown
Belleville is such a great central location for many local people and the environment of the city lends itself perfectly to my art. Downtown Belleville
is the perfect backdrop for many photo shoots. I feel to fortunate to have a beautiful area to call my own while I work with my clients. I also love
being surrounded by the creative women owners of the Olde Town Mall.
Q: What else should we know about your business?
A: The majority of my business is focused on high school seniors, documenting their important time in life as they become adults. I have a program I
offer to those who apply early called the Model Crew. It’s not about beautiful faces; it’s about beautiful heart. I get to offer them group photo
shoots that look like magazine ads, individual styled shoots that resemble their favorite fashion brands, as well as themes that touch on the things
that they love! I love working with this age group for many reasons, one of which is documenting a pivotal time in their lives.

MEET PATTI HARRINGTON WITH THE
BELLEVILLE SCHOOL OF BALLET

Q: What do you specialize in?
A: We are a ballet based dance studio with additional classes in tap, jazz and lyrical.
Q: Why did you build your business downtown Belleville?
A: I’ve been in business for more than 35 years and was one of the original
tenants in Olde Towne Mall. I’ve been here for more than 25 years. I moved to
the downtown area and the mall because of the open space. Because it is an
older building, the rooms are large, without beams or poles in the rooms, which
is what I wanted in my studio space.
Q: What do you like about having your business here?
A: It is nice to have neighbors; we keep an eye out for each other. I also need
and love the space I have! We have four studios with additional offices,
waiting spaces, dressing rooms, sewing room and costume rooms. The studio takes
up the entire second floor of the building.
I’ve been told there are very few businesses on the second floor of downtown buildings.

